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Army uses ‘wall radars’ to trace
and catch holed-up terrorists

Takes Tech Aid After Combing Ops in J&K Fail Despite Credible Intel
SNIFFING OUT ULTRAS IN VALLEY .

Surendra.Singh
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: With an aim to
detect terrorists who hide
behind walls or in houses in
Kashmir, the Army has star-
ted using “throughthe wall”
radars to catch jihadis du-
ring counter-insurgency
operations in the Valley:

“A few such radar sy-
stems have already been im-
ported from the United Sta-
tes and Israel,” a top source
inthe Army said.

Theradar is being used to
help the security forces pin-
point the location of terro-
rists, who hide behind speci-
ally created walls or in under-
ground cavities in houses du-
ring combing operations.
“Some Army formations ha-
ve started using these impor-
ted radar systems in Kash-
mir,” the source said.

The need for such hi-tech
radars was felt after the secu-
rity forces and J&K police fai-
led tolocate terrorists during
combing operations despite
specific intelligence about
the presence of jihadis in the
area. In circumstances whe-
re troops were unable totrace
terrorists in densely popula-
ted areas despite credible tip-
off, they faced hostile crowds
and stone-pelters.

Last year on July 8, ter-
ror outfit Hizbul Mujahide-
en’s poster boy Burhan Wa-
niwas gunned down only af-
ter a search party made
three rounds of their hideo-
utin avillage in south Kash-
mir’s Anantnag district. De-
spite a specific intelligence
tipoff, the search team, it is
learnt, entered the house
twice but wereunabletofind

Army starts using hand-

held ‘through the wall’
radars to detect terrorists
hiding in Kashmir houses

Radars use microwave

tech to trace terrorists
hidden in specially created
false ceiling or underground
cavity in houses

These hand-held radars
have been imported from
the US & lsrael

any terrorists, who were hi-
ding in a false ceiling. Du-
ring the third round of sear-
ches, the hiding militants
came out in the open by fi-
ring at the search party. It
wasonly afterthatthatthree
men, including Wani, were
shot dead. The killing later
led tounrest in the Valley.
The microwave radiation
from these radar systems can
detect the presence of terro-
rists hiding behind walls or
any such concrete barriers.
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Hand-held radar developed by
the Bengaluru lab of DRDO

» DRDO lab has also
developed two types of
mini radars — hand-held
and tripod-mounted.
Their trial is on

» DRDO’s radar project
|\ started especially after
'~ 26/11, when commandos
were injured by terrorists
' hiding in Taj hotel rooms

| Once ready for induction,

=-4# | desi device will cost
v | X35 lakh. A similar radar

| bought from international

41 market costs at least I2cr

Development Establishment
(LRDE), the Bengaluru-ba-
sed laboratory of the Defen-
ce Research & Development
Organisation (DRDO), has
also been working on such
hand-held radars. The pro-
ject started especially after
the 2008 Mumbai terror at-
tacks. During the 26/11 stri-
ke, commandos were attack-
ed when they were looking
for terrorists hiding in ro-
oms of the Taj Mahal hotel.
The DRDO laboratory
has developed two types of

The radar is being
used to help security
forces pinpoint the
location of terrorists
who hide behind
specially created
walls or in
underground
cavities in houses
during combing
operations in J&K

portable radars—hand-held
and tripod-mounted — un-
derthe ‘Divyachakshu’(divi-
ne eye) project to help securi-
ty forces in such operations.

“These DRDO-developed
hand-held i1maging radars
work on microwave radiation
and are capable of scanning
through walls. A multiple fre-
quency beam from the device
scans an area and gets reflec-
ted from a person hiding be-
hind walls and this reflected
wave is then detected by an
analyser of the computing de-
vice integrated with the ra-
dar. These hand-held radars
can produce images from the
other side of the barrier up to
a distance of 20 metre,” said
Ravi Gupta, former director
(public interface), DRDO.

“Tripod-mounted radars
have longer range (40 metre)
than those of hand-held ra-
dars but are slightly difficult
to carry. Currently, user trial
of these radars is going on,”
says Gupta. “Such radars
can be used by security for-
cesand police personnel who
are involved in low-intensity
conflicts,” he says. Once rea-
dy for induction, the DRDO
radar will cost just 35 lakh
whereas the imported ones
cost Rs 2 crore each.



