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Women troops will deal with
female protesters: Army chief
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DEHRADUN: Indian army chief
General Bipin Rawat suggested
on Saturday that the force could
deploy its first women combat-
ants for operations in regions
such as Kashmir, wheresoldiers
arefacing pushback from stone-
pelting female protesters.

Rawat’scommentscamedays
after he said the army will open
combat roles to women, and the
process will begin with them ini-
tially recruited in the military
police.

“Sometimes we have to face
womeninthefrontduring coun-
ter-insurgencies. They could be
tackled easily if we have enough
strength of women officers and
sizable other rank and file cadre,”
Rawat said at the passing-out
parade of the latest batch of sol-
diersat the Indian Military Acad-
emy (IMA). Women are currently

recruited into selective areas of
the army such as medical, legal,
educational and engineering
wings.

Hisstatementcameinreplyto
aquestionfromreportersonhow
thearmy planned totacklerising
incidents of stone pelting by
women in Kashmir.

The General said a social
media campaignin Kashmirwas
misleading youth and spreading
hate against security forces.

Kashmir has been on the boil

Sometimes we have to
face women during

counter-insurgencies. They
could be tackled easily if we
have enough strength of

women officers...
GENERAL BIPIN RAWAT, Army chief

sincelast July when Hizbul Muja-
hideen militant Burhan Wani
was killed by security forces. In
themonthssince, morethana100
civilians have died in clashes
with thearmy and police during
counter-insurgency operations.
Rawat also played down the
issue of Chinese incursions into
Indian territory, saying they
were matter of “perceptions” by
the two countries.
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Army chief

“A disinformation campaign
against Indiaand Indian security
forces is being run in valley
among every section of the soci-
ety in general and youth in partic-
ular via social media but it will
not be allowed to succeed” he
said.

On China, he stressed on the
need to improve relations with
the Communist giant. “Counter
intrusions take place from both
the sides of LAC. We also fly our
helicopterson the spacethatmay
be considered intrusion by the
otherside,” Rawat said.

Hewasreferringtotherecent
incident of a suspected Chinese
helicopter violating Indian air-
space by hovering over Uttara-
khand’s Chamoli area along the
border. Hedenied that these cross
overs wereattempts by Beijingto
intrudeinto Indian Territory.

Incidents of Chinese troops
crossingover tothe Indianside of
the border often spark fearin the
borderingareasand attimeseven
lead to standoffs between the two
countries.

Sources said that such viola-
tion of the Indian airspace in
Chamoli and other areas of the
state from the Chinese side have
occurredinthe pastaswell.

InJuly 2016, some members of
the People’s Liberation Army of
Chinaenteredinto Indian Terri-
tory in the state’s Chamoli area,
triggeringanationwide outrage.
Theintrudersevenshooed away
Chamolidistrictadministration
officials who had gone toinvesti-
gatethematter.



