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Modisets 3 yrs for
Jammu-Baramulla

railway project

Asks Rlysto link Srinagar, Kargjl too

MUKESH RANJAN
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MAY 18
Amid growing concern
within the government over
the raging trouble in the
Kashmir valley, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi has
directed the Railways to
fast-track the project con-
necting Srinagar and Kargil
with the rest of the country
in the next three years.
Once the ongoing rail
project gets completed, the
distance between New Del-
hi and Srinagar will be cov-
ered in 14 hours flat.
Informing about the delib-
erations at the recent infra-
structure review meeting,
chaired by the Prime Minis-
ter, a senior official said:
“The Prime  Minister,
besides reviewing the
progress of the work on the
Udhampur-Banihal section
of the Jammu-Baramulla
rail project, directed the
Ministry of Railways to
complete the project in the
next three years.”
Highlighting the impor-
tance of the Rs 10,000-
crore project, the Prime
Minister said it would help
integrate Kashmir with
the national mainstream.
As per the presentation
given by the Ministry of Rail-
ways at the meeting, approx-
imately two-thirds of the
326-km Jammu-Udhampur-
Srinagar-Baramulla rail link
1s ready. The portion that is
yet to be completed is the
111-km stretch between
Katra and Banihal, for which

£10,000-CR PROJEC
¥ Two-thirds of the 326-km
Jammu-Udhampur-Srinagar-

Baramulla rail link, estimat-
ed at 10,000 cr, is ready

¥ The 111-km stretch
between Katra and Bani-
hal is yet to be completed.
Banihal is connected to
Baramulla via Srinagar,
while Jammu is linked to
Katra via Udhampur

® 27 bridges and 37 tunnels
to come up in Katra-Bani-
hal stretch, considered
the toughest

the Ministry of Railways has
already allocated funds and
formed a special monitoring
team. The Katra-Banihal
project is considered the
toughest in the county’s
engineering history and
involves the construction of
27 bridges, including the
tallest rail bridge in the
world over the Chenab, and
37 tunnels, one of which is
the longest in Asia having a
length of more than 12 km.
The Prime Minister also
directed the Ministry of Rail-
ways to start work on the
200-km Srinagar-Baltal-
Drass-Kargil route, the offi-
cial said, adding that this rail
line would help the country
meet its strategic needs.



