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‘Increase Due
To Healthy
Prey Base’

Naresh.Mitra@timesgroup.com

Guwahati: Latest estimates
show that there are 104 tigers
in the Kaziranga National
Park and Burachapori, about
250 km from here. In 2014, the-
re were 83 tigersin Kaziranga.
While 95 adult tigers were
found in Kaziranga National
Park, two adult tigers and
their cubs were found in Bu-
rachapori. Both the parksare
located within the Kaziranga
Tiger Reserve, sprawling
over an area of 860 sq km.
With 104 tigers, the big cat
density in Kaziranga has be-

Tiger count in Kaziranga
rises from 83 to 104 in 3yrs

A Royal Bengal Tiger on the outskirts of Kaziranga National Park

en found to be 21 tigers per 100
sq km. Kaziranga field direc-
tor Satyendra Singh said, “In
2014, the maximum range for
the tiger population in Kazi-
ranga was 116. This time, the
maximum range is 117. Tho-
ugh there is no significant ri-
seinpopulation, itisstable. It
indicates that the tiger habi-

tatisintact and healthy.”
“The thriving tiger popu-
lation points to the fact that
there is a healthy prey base
for the big cats. In fact, there
1s a possibility that there are
more tigers than the estima-
tes. We are planning to make
our next estimate more com-
prehensive,” said Singh.

Environment activist Ro-
hit Choudhury said it is im-
portant to protect the corri-
dorsused by tigersto helpthe
population grow. “Unless the
corridors, especially betwe-
en Kaziranga and Karbi An-
glong, are protected, it will be
a big challenge for tiger con-
servation. We are concerned
about rampant mining acti-
vities and encroachment
along the corridors in
the Karbi Anglong area,”
said Choudhury.

Assam has four tiger re-
serves — Kaziranga, Manas,
Orangand Nameri.Oranghas
28 tigers and the highest tiger
density in the country with
35.44 tigers per 100 sq km. In
Manas, which is also a World
Heritage Site, 30 tigers were
found in last month’s estima-
te. Nameri is yet to come out
with its ]atest tiger estimate.



