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(rovt signals easing of cattle rules

SLAUGHTER Centre plans new meat markets, says it will not push states to enforce norms

AshokBagriya ...~~~

« letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Centre will not
push states to enforce new rules
thatmadeit virtually impossible
to buy cattle for slaughter, and
will allow separate meat markets
so that exports don’t hurt, a top
government law officer said on
Thursday.

Additional solicitor general P
Narsimha’scommentssignalan
accommodating stand by the gov-
ernment after critics slammed
thenewrulesastryingtodictate
food habits with a backdoor ban
on beef.

Earlier in the day, the
Supreme Courtgave the govern-
ment two weeks to say why the
rulesshouldn’tbestruck downas
unconstitutional. The court is

Thereis no beef ban...

inview of the interim
order by the Madras HC the
central government s of
the view that the rules are

stayed across the country
P NARSIMHA, ASG

We will put a positive
action in place to
address every concernand
ensure that not evena

single person has

heartburn on the issue
HARSH VARDHAN, Union minister

hearingabunch of petitions chal-
lengingthemovethat wasputon
temporary hold by the Madras
high court two weeks ago.
“There is no beef ban in the
country today... in view of the
interim order by the Madrashigh
court the central government is
of the view that the rules are
stayedacrossthe country,” Nar-

simha told Hindustan Times.

“The government is in the
process of inviting objections
from stakeholders... It will also
form meat markets keeping the
demandsofimportersin view.”

Environmentminister Harsh
Vardhan toosaid the government
will look into all the complaints
“in full depth and honesty”.

The new rules have crimped
suppliestothe country’s31-lakh
crore meat and allied industries
and hurt mostly Muslim meat
and leather traders who face
mounting violence by increas-
ingly assertive cow vigilante
groups. Farmers have also been
deprived of a traditional source of
income from selling non-milch
and ageing cattle.

“The reason I think the gov-
ernmentisrevisitingtherulesis
theeconomicsofthemeatindus-
try. Butthe governmentneedsto
consult a livestock economist...
someone who can tell the govern-
ment about the impact of social
policieson economicbehaviour,”
said Himanshu Upadhayay,
School of Development faculty,
Azim Premji University.
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Cattle trade

The controversial rules trig-
gered protests and beef fests
across India with several states—
such as Kerala and West Bengal
— saying they wouldn’t imple-
ment the order as the govern-
ment can’t dictate food habits.
Even some of the ruling BJP’s
own allies in the northeast —
wherebeefispart ofthedaily diet
—haveraised objections.

Oneofthedemandsofthe meat
industry is the exclusion of buf-
falo from the list of animals gov-
erned by the new rules.

The petition, filed by an NGO,
argues that the rules framed
under the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals Actareagainst public
interest. The petition also noted
thatonly state governments were
empowered tomakelawson cat-
tlemarkets and fairs, which ren-
dered the new rules arbitrary,
illegal and unconstitutional.

The court will hear the case
againonJuly11.



